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This Local Law shall replace Ordinance #152, an ordinance relating to
sewer use within the Village of Watkins Glen.

SECTION 1. DEFINITIONS. Unless the context specifically indicates
otherwise, the meaning of terms used in this Local Law shall be as follows:

a. "B.O.D." (denoting Biochemical Oxygen Demand) shall mean the
quantity of oxygen utilized in the biochemical oxidation of organic matter
under standard laboratory procedure in 5 days at 20 degrees C expressed in
parts per million by weight.

b. "Building Drain" shall mean that part of the lowest horizontal
piping of a drainage system which receives the discharge from soil waste, and
other drainage pipes with the walls of the building and conveys it to the
building sewer beginning 5 feet outside the inner face of the building wall.

c. "Building Sewer" shall mean the extension from the building drain to
the public sewer or other place of disposal.

d. "Garbage" shall mean solid wastes form the preparation, cooking and
dispensing of food, and from the handling, sale and storage of produce.

e. "Industrial Wastes" shall mean the liquid wastes from industrial
processes as distinct from sanitary wastes.

f. "Natural Outlet" shall mean any outlet into a watercourse, pond,
ditch, lake or other body of surface or ground water.
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g. "Person" shall mean any individual, firm, company, association,
socilety, corporation or group.

h. "pH" shall mean the logarithm of the reciprocal of the weight of
hydrcgen ions in grams per liter of solution.

i. "Property Shredded Garbage" shall mean the wastes from the prepara-
tion, cooking and dispensing of food that has been shredded to such degree
that all particles will be carried freely under the flow conditions normally
prevailing in public sewers, with no particle greater than 1/2 inch in any
dimension.

j. "Public Sewer" shall mean a sewer in which all owners of abutting
properties have equal rights, and is controlled by public authority.

k. "Sanitary Sewer" shall mean a sewer which carries sewage and to
which storm, surface and ground waters are not admitted.

1. "Sewage" shall mean the combination of the water-carried wastes from
residences, business buildings, institutions and industrial establishments,
together with such ground, surface and storm waters as may be present, and
which may include liquids containing chemicals.

m. "Sewage Treatment Plant” shall mean any arrangement of devices and
structures used for treating sewage.

n. "Sewage Works" shall mean all facilities for collecting, pumping,
treating and disposing of sewage.

0. "Sewer" shall mean a pipe or conduit for carrying sewage.
p. "Shall" is mandatory; "May" is permissive.

. "Storm Sewer" or "Storm Drain" shall mean a sewer which carries
storm and surface waters and drainage, but excludes sewage and industrial
wastes.

r. "Suspended Solids" shall mean solids that either float on the
surface of, or are in suspension in water, sewage or other liquids, and which
are removable by laboratory filtering.

s. "Village" shall mean the Village of Watkins Glen, 303 N. Franklin
Street, Watkins Glen, New York; or the authorized deputy, agent or
representative of the Village of Watkins Glen, New York.

t. "Watercourse" shall mean a channel in which a flow of water occurs,
either continuously or intermittently.



SECTION 2. USE OF PUBLIC SEWER REQUIRED.

a. It shall be unlawful for any person to place, deposit or permit to
be deposited in an unsanitary manner upon public or private property within
the Village of Watkins Glen, or in any area under the jurisdiction of said
Village any human or animal excrement, garbage or other objectionable waste.

b. It shall be unlawful to discharge to any natural outlet within the
Village of Watkins Glen, or in any area under the jurisdiction of said
Village any sanitary sewage, industrial wastes, or other polluted water,
except where suitable treatment has been provided 1in accordance with
subsequent provisions of this Local law.

c. Except as hereinafter provided, it shall be unlawful to construct or
maintain a privy, privy vault, septic tank, cesspool or other facility
intended or used for disposal of sewage.

d. The owner of all houses, buildings or properties used for human
occupancy, employment, recreation or other purpose, situated within the
Village of Watkins Glen is hereby required at his expense to install suitable
toilet facilities therein, and to connect such facilities directly with the
proper public sewer in accordance with the provisions of this Local Law,
within 90 days of the date of official notice to do so, provided that said
public sewer is accessible and available as follows: For a one or two-family
dwelling, a public sewer shall be deemed available when such sewer is within
100 feet of the premises on which the dwelling is located. For buildings of
any other occupancies, a public sewer shall be deemed available when such
sewer 1is within 500 feet of the premises on which the building is located.

e. Nothing contained herein shall be construed as to require the Vil-

lage to bring any existing public sewer line to a distance within 100 feet of
any existing or proposed residence or within 500 feet of any other building.

SECTION 3. PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL.

a. Where a public sanitary or combined sewer is not available under the
provisions of Section 2 (d), the building sewer shall be connected to a pri-
vate sewage disposal system complying with all regulatory provisions of the
State Building Code, the Schuyler County Watershed Authority, and all other
health and environmental agencies with regulatory authority. The private
sewage disposal system shall be constructed at the sole cost and expense of
the owner.

b. Before ccmmencement of construction of a private sewage disposal
system the owner shall first obtain a written digging permit signed by the
Village if any digging is necessary within the Village right-of-way. The
application for such permit shall be made on a form furnished by the Village,
which the applicant shall supplement by any plans, specifications or other
information as deemed necessary by the Village.
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c. The type, capacities, location and layout of private sewage disposal
systems shall comply with all recommendations of the agencies stated in
Section 3 (a).

d. At such time that a public sewer becomes available to a property
served by a private sewage disposal system, as provided in Section 2 (d), a
direct connection shall be made by the owner to the public sewer in com-
pliance with this Local Law, and any septic tanks, cesspools, and similar
private disposal facilities shall be abandoned.

e. The owner shall operate and maintain the private sewage disposal
facilities in a sanitary manner at all times, at no expense to the Village,
unless otherwise indicated in prior arrangements or agreements.

f. No statement contained in this article shall be construed to inter-
fere with any additional requirements that may be imposed by the Health
Officer, Code Enforcement Officer, Watershed Authority or Environmental
Regulatory Agencies.

SECTION 4. BUILDING SEWER AND CONNECTIONS.

a. No unauthorized person shall uncover, make any connections with or
opening into, use, alter, or disturb any public sewer or appurtenance thereof
without first obtaining a written digging permit from the Village.

b. Any new installation, alteration, repair, or connection made to any
building sewer or building drain shall be inspected by the Village or its
representative prior to backfill.

c. All costs and expense incident to the installation and connection of
the building sewer shall be borne by the owner. The owner shall indemnify
the Village for any loss or damage that may directly or indirectly be
occasioned by the installation or repair of the building sewer.

d. All costs and expense incident to the repair of a building sewer,
when such repair is made by the Village in the interest of public health nd
welfare, shall be borne by the owner.

e. A separate and independent building sewer line shall be provided for
every building except where otherwise permitted by the Village; except where
one building stands at the rear of another on an interior lot and no public
sewer is available or cannot be constructed to the rear building through an
adjoining alley, court, yard, or driveway, the building sewer from the front
building may be extended to the rear building and the whole considered one
building sewer.

f. 0ld building sewers may be used in connection with new buildings

only when they are found on examination and test by the Village to meet all
requirements of this Local Law and the State Building Code.
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g. The building sewer shall be constructed of PVC pipe and fittings.
Sizes 4' through 15" shall be SDR 35 conforming to ASTM D-3034, with rubber
gasketed joints conforming to ASTM D-3212 and ASTM F-477. PVC pipe and fit-
tings in sizes 18' through 27' shall be as above except conforming to ASTM F-
679. Other material may be used only when specifically approved by the
Village. Under no circumstances shall used plumbing materials be installed.

h. The size and slope of the building sewer shall be subject to the
approval of the Village Code Enforcement Officer, and in no event shall the
diameter be less than 4 inches. The slope shall preferably be at least 1/4"
per foot and shall not be less than one-eighth inch per foot.

i. No building sewer shall be laid parallel to or within 3 feet of any
bearing wall, which may thereby be weakened. The depth shall be sufficient
to afford protection from frost. The building sewer shall be laid at uniform
grade and in straight alignment in so far as possible. Changes in direction
shall be made with 45 degree bends; long sweep quarter bends; sixth, eighth
or sixteenth bends or a combination of these. Where the direction of flow is
from the horizontal to the vertical, sanitary tees, gquarter bends, and one-
fifth bends shall be used. It is recommended that a cleanout be installed in
an accessible location inside the building, or preferably outside the build-
ing on the building drain or building sewer. For outside installations, a
sanitary tee is recommended.

j. In all buildings in which any building drain is too low to permit
gravity flow to the public sewer, sanitary sewage carried by such drain shall
be lifted by artificial means, approved by the Village, and discharged to the
building sewer.

k. All excavations required for the installation of a building sewer
shall be open trench work unless otherwise approved by the village. Pipe
laying and backfill shall be performed in accordance with the Village "Stand-
ard Specifications, dated July 1995," which is available at the office of the
Village Superintendent or the Village Wastewater Department. No backfill
shall be placed until the work has been inspected and approved by the
Village.

1. All joints and connections shall be made gas-tight and water-tight,
using required PVC fittings or Fernco-type flexible couplings.

m. The connection of the building sewer to the public sewer shall be
made at the wye branch if such branch is available at a suitable location.
If no properly located wye branch is available the ocwner shall, at his
expense, install a wye branch in the public sewer at the location specified
by the Village, or bore through the public sewer and install a saddle wye
approved by the Village. Special fittings may be used for the connections
only when approved by the Village, and under no circumstances shall a
protruding tap be permitted to enter the public sewer.



n. The applicant for the digging permit shall notify the Village when
the building sewer 1s ready for inspection and connection to the public
sewer. This connection shall be made under the supervision of the Village
superintendent or his representative.

0. All excavations for building sewer installation shall be 1in
accordance with: (1) the Village digging permit (Local Law No. 1 of 1997) and
(2) the Village "Standard Specifications dated July 1885."

P. Prior to backfill, a tracer wire shall be placed over the entire
building sewer and building drain. The tracer wire shall remain at the cen-
ter line of the pipe and shall terminate above ground level on the outside of
the building wall. During backfill, warning tape clearly marked "Sewer" shall
be placed over any exposed public sewer, building sewer, or building drain.

SECTION 5. USE OF PUBLIC SEWERS.

a. No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any storm water,
surface water, ground water, roof run-off, subsurface drainage, cooling water
or unpolluted industrial process waters to any sanitary sewer.

b. Storm water and any other unpolluted drainage shall be discharged to
such sewers as are specifically designated as storm sewers or to a natural
outlet approved by the Village. Industrial cooling water or unpolluted
process waters may be discharged, upon approval of the Village, to a storm
sewer or natural outlet.

c. Except as hereinafter provided, no person shall discharge or cause
to be discharged any of the following described waters or wastes to the
public sewers:

1. Any liquid or vapor having a temperature higher than
140 degrees F.

2. Any water or waste which may contain more than 100
parts per million, by weight, of fat, o0il or grease,
unless an approved interceptor is installed as stated
herein.

3. Any gasoline, fuel o0il, kerosene, benzene, naphtha, or
other flammable or explosive liquid, solid or gas.

4. Any garbage that has not been properly shredded.

5. Any ashes, cinders, sand, mud, straw, shavings, metal,
glass, rags, feathers, tar, plastics, wood, paunch man-
ure, or any other solid or viscous substance capable of
causing obstruction to the flow in sewers or other inter-
ference with the proper operation of the sewage works.
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6. Any waters or waste having a pH lower than 5.5 or higher
than 9.0, or having any other corrosive property capable
of causing damage or hazard to structures, equipment, or
personnel of the sewage works.

7. Any waters or waste containing a toxic or poisonous sub-
stance in sufficient quantity to injure or interfere with
any sewage treatment process, or which constitutes a
hazard to humans or animals, or creates any hazard in the
receiving waters of the sewage treatment plant.

Waters or wastes containing certain substances shall be
regulated as to the concentration limits at the point of
entry into the public sewer. Prior approval by the Vil-

lage shall be required for any water or waste including,

but not limited to, the following: Arsenic, Available
Chlorine, Barium, Cadmium, Chromium, Copper, Cyanide-Free,
Cyanide-Complex, Fluorides, Gold, Lead, Manganese, Mercury,
Molybdenum, Nickel, PCB's, Phenol, Selenium, Silver, Sulfides,
Vinyl Chloride, Zinc.

8. Any waters or waste containing suspended solids of such
character and quantity that unusual attention or expense is
required to handle such materials at the sewage treatment
plant.

9. Any noxious or malodorous gas or substance capable of creat-
ing a public nuisance.

d. Grease, o0il, and sand interceptors shall be provided at the owners
expense when, in the opinion of the Village, they are necessary for the pro-
per handling of liquid waste containing grease in excessive amounts, or flam-
mable waste, sand or other harmful ingredients; except that such interceptors
shall not be required for private living quarters or dwelling units. All
commercial establishments which prepare food shall have a grease interceptor.
All interceptors shall be of a type and capacity approved by the Village and
shall be located to be readily and easily accessible for cleaning and inspec-
tion. Grease and o0il interceptors shall be constructed of impervious mater-
ials capable of withstanding abrupt and extreme changes in temperature. They
shall be of substantial construction, water-tight, and equipped with easily
removable covers which when bolted in place shall be gas-tight and water-
tight.

e. Where installed, all grease, o0il and sand interceptors shall be
maintained by the owner, at his expense, in continuously efficient operation
at all times.



f. The admission into the public sewers of any water or waste having:
(1) a 5-day BOD greater than 300 ppm by weight, or (2) containing more than
350 ppm by weight of suspended solids, or (3) containing any quantity of sub-
stances having the characteristics described in Section 5 (c¢), or (4) having
an average daily flow greater than 2% of the average daily sewage flow of the
Village, shall be subject to review by the Village. Where necessary, in the
opinion of the Village, the owner shall provide, at his expense, such prelim-
inary treatment as may be necessary to: (1) reduce the BCD to 300 ppm and
the suspended solids to 350 ppm by weight, or (2) reduce the concentration
limits of any substance listed in Section 5 (c){(7) to an amount approved by
the Village, or (3) control the guantities and rates of discharge of such
water or waste. Plans, specifications, and any other pertinent information
relating to proposed preliminary treatment facilities shall be submitted for
the approval of the Village and any health or environmental agencies with
regulatory authority, and no construction of such facilities shall be
commenced until said approvals are obtained in writing.

g. Where preliminary treatment facilities are provided for any water or
waste, they shall be maintained continuously in satisfactory and effective
operation by the owner at his expense.

h. When required by the Village, the owner of any property served by a
building sewer carrying industrial waste shall install a suitable control
manhole in the building sewer in order to facilitate observation, sampling,
and measurement of the waste. Such manhole shall be safely located and
accessible, and shall be constructed in accordance with plans approved by the
Village. The manhole shall be installed and maintained by the owner at his
expense, and shall be safe and accessible at all times.

i. All measurements and analyses of the characteristics of water and
waste to which reference is made in Section 5(c) and 5 (f) shall be deter-
mined in accordance with "Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and
Wastewater," latest edition, and shall be determined at the control manhole
provided for in Section 5(h), or upon suitable samples taken at the control
manhole. In the event that no special manhole has been required, the control
manhole shall be considered to be the nearest downstream manhole in the
public sewer from the point where the building sewer is connected.

j. No statement in this article shall be construed as to prevent any
special agreement or arrangement between the Village and any industrial
concern whereby an industrial waste of unusual strength or character may be
accepted by the Village for treatment, subject to payment therefore by the
industrial concern.

SECTION 6. PROTECTION FROM DAMAGE.

No person shall maliciously, willfully, or with criminal negligence
break, damage, destroy, uncover, deface or tamper with any structure,
appurtenance, or equipment which is a part of the Village sewer works. Any
person violating this provision shall be liable to prosecution for criminal
mischief a provided in the Penal Law of the State of New York.
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‘SECTION 7. POWERS AND AUTHORITY OF INSPECTORS.

The Village or its duly authorized employees and representatives of
Federal or State regqulatory agencies bearing proper credentials and
identification shall be permitted to enter upon all properties for the
purposes of inspection, observation, measurement, sampling and testing, in
accordance with the provision of this Local Law.

SECTION 8-A. SEWER USER RATES.

a. A sewer user charge is hereby established for each unit having a
sewer service available and connected to the Village sewer system.

b. Sewer user charges shall be assessed against each unit based on the
cubic feet of water consumed by said unit on a monthly basis which charge
shall be billed on a monthly basis. The charge shall be as stated on
Schedule A, and as may be from time-to-time amended by resolution of the
Board of Trustees of the Village.

c. Each sewer connection shall be considered one unit, whether it be a
single family residence, apartment, rooming house, restaurant, hotel,
trailer, commercial, industrial or institutional establishment.

d. Establishments using water not entering the sanitary sewer will not
be charged for such sewer usage where separate water meters are provided.
Where unmetered well water or water from any source other than the Village is
used, and discharged to the public sewer, an estimate will be made and
charges made in accordance with Schedule A.

e. All sewer user charges shall constitute a lien upon the real pro-

perty upon which they are imposed, as may be in accordance with Article 14
Section 1400 of the General Municipal Law of the State of New York.

SECTION 8-B. SEWER RENTS.

a. A sewer rent is hereby established for each unit having a sewer ser-
vice available and connected to a structure on the property. In the event of
a disconnection for a period in excess of 90 days, sewer rents shall cease to
be charged for the subject property. Upon connection or reconnection, a fee
shall be charged to the property owner in an amount from time-to-time deter-
mined by resolution of the Village Board of Trustees.

b. The monthly sewer rental charge for each unit which is located with-
in the geographical boundaries of the Village of Watkins Glen shall be as
stated on Schedule A, as may be from time-to-time amended by resolution of
the Board of Trustees of the Village. Monthly sewer rental charges for each
unit which is located outside of the geographical boundaries of the Village
will be as agreed upon in writing between the Village and the owner of the
unit or the Sewer District within which the unit is located. The charges
herein provided for shall be payable as part of the monthly billing of the
user.
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C. The rents hereby established are in addition to the sewer user
charges established by Section 8-~A of this Local Law.

d. The sewer rental charge shall be for the benefit of the public sewer
of the Village of Watkins Glen, New York and each and every part thereof
together with the necessary appurtenances thereto including, but not by way
of limitation, pumping stations and a sewage treatment plant.

e, All sewer rental charges shall constitute a lien upon the real

property upon which they are imposed, as may be in accordance with Article 14
Section 1400 of the General Municipal Law of the State of New York.

SECTION 8-C. LATE PAYMENT PENALTIES.

a. There will be a late payment penalty for all sewer user rates and
sewer rents which are not paid by the date as shown on the billing statement.

b. The amount of the penalty shall be as stated on Schedule A, and as
may be from time-to-time amended by resolution of the Board of Trustees of
the Village.

c. All sewer user rate and sewer rental penalties charged pursuant
hereto shall constitute a lien upon the real property upon which they are
imposed, as may be in accordance with Article 14 Section 1400 of the General
Municipal Law of the State of New York.

SECTION 8. INDUSTRIAL COST RECOVERY.

a. The Village will cooperate with the Federal Government, its
departments or agencies, in meeting the requirements of industrial cost
recovery as required by the government, the departments or the agencies.

b. It will be mandatory for any present or future industrial users to
participate in the industrial cost recovery requirements of the Federal
Government. The industrial users must comply with the statutes, rules and

regulations of the Federal Government and its departments and agencies as
they pertain to industrial cost recovery and must work with the village in so
complying.

SECTION 10. PENALTIES.

a. Any person found to be violating any provision of this Local Law
except Section 6 (a) shall be served by the Village with written notice
stating the nature of the violation and providing a reasonable time limit, as
determined by the Village, for the satisfactory correction thereof. The
offender shall, within the period of time stated in such notice, permanently
cease all violations.

-10-



b. Any person who shall continue any violation beyond the time limit
provided for in Section 10 (a) shall be liable to prosecution of charges as
provided in the Penal Law for Violations, and shall be subject to the fines
and penalties prescribed by the Penal Law for Violations. Each week in which
any such violation shall continue shall be deemed a separate offense.

c. Any person violating any of the provisions of this Local Law shall
become liable to the Village for any expense, loss or damage occasioned the
Village by reason of such violation.

d. The Code Enforcement Officer of the Village of Watkins Glen shall
have the responsibility and authority to enforce this Local Law.

SECTION 11. VALIDITY.

a. Ordinance 144 is hereby repealed.
b. Ordinance 152 is hereby repealed.

C. All other Ordinances, Local Law, or parts thereof in conflict
herewith are repealed.

d. The invalidity of any section, clause, sentence or provision of this

Local law shall not affect the validity of any other part of this Local Law
which can be given effect without such invalid part or parts.

SECTION 12. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Local Law shall be in full force and effect immediately upon filing
in the Office of the Secretary of State.
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SCHEDULE A

SEWER USER RATES (SECTION 8-3)

0-300 cu. ft. minimum charge per month $6.00

Over 300 cu. ft. per month 3.81 per 100 ft.

SEWER RENTS (SECTION 8-B)
Each Unit = $4.00 per month
LATE PAYMENT PENALTIES (SECTION 8-C)

One time 10% computed on the delinquent sewer user rates and sewer rents.

These rates may be from time to time amended by resolution of the Board of
Trustees of the Village of Watkins Glen.
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